- The Robbins Family

Information provided by Bev Brenner Christensen

George Robins and Hannah Marr started their married life in Welland County, Ontario, where

several of their children were born.

In 1877, they moved to Vassar, Tuscola County, Michigan. They eventually were the parents of
14 children, nine of whom grew to adulthood. The family had moved to Millersburg by 1900,
possibly following their son Chauncey, who was in the lumbering business at Hammonds Bay and
moved to Millersburg in 1900. It should be noted that Chauncey used the spelling of Robins with
one “b,” the original spelling, while the other children used Robbins with two “bs.”

George’s life ended July 13, 1905, while Hannah lived until August 7, 1926.

Their children were:

Mrytle & Matthias Robbins -50th anniversary

(1 Matthias, who married Caroline Brewster.
Their son Matthias married Myrtle Vilburn, and
were longtime residents; their children were Mildred
married to Charles Brenner, and George, who
married Patricia Gregg and Laurabelle McDonald.

Matthias Sr. and Jr. both worked in the woods
for many years to earn a living for their families,
while also clearing the land a mile from town on the
Big Cut Road. While the men were busy, Caroline
and Mpyrtle would walk to town carrying a
clothesbasket between them, collect the laundry of
local families, and carry it back to their farm. After
washing it by hand, drying it on the clothesline and
then ironing it, they would deliver it in the same
fashion. Each trip would be accomplished with little
Mildred and George following along behind.

Matthias Jr. worked for the village for many years after he and Myrtle build their home in town.

He repaired buildings and sidewalks, swept the
streets and was known for blowing the fire
whistle precisely at noon every weekday.
Residents were said to set their clocks by his

punctuality.

(2) Melvin (Curt) married Effie Marks
Barkley. They had one son and four daughters.
Effie also had a son Bernard Barkley from a
previous marriage. Melvin Jr. married to Alice
Warner and after her death on September 29,
1959 was married to Edna Colen; Marguerite
married to Melvin Walker; and Beulah married
to Ralph Louis Brenner, all of Millersburg, and
Irma Baxter and Jessie Baxter, both of Vassar.

(3) Alson married Emma Jean (Dell) Wood.

Their children were Walter married to : .

Marguerite Buck; Earl married to Katherine

Buck; and Hazel married to John Kerr.

Curt and Al were both remembered for Curt & Effie Robbins
driving their teams and horses around town and

back to the woods on a daily basis.




(4) Chauncey married to May Hunter, with children, Homer who married Bernice Boadway;
Roy married Euretta Campbell; Ruth married to Bill Gary and George married to Lavina Eichorn.

Chauncey operated a lumberyard, grocery, and mercantile business. He was a major employer
for many years.

(5) Harvey married Lucy Jarvis, with children, Maurice; Freda married Archie Schuler; Glen
married Eleanor Glawe; Isma married A.l. Lown; Viola married William Chain; Frances married
Edward Vallee; Chauncey married Mary Stevens.

Harvey operated a dray business during the early
settling or Millersburg. He would have his team and dray
wagon at the depot to meet each train, and then deliver
goods and luggage around town.

(6) Mary Ann married Henry Crooks in 1889. They
homesteaded in Ocqueoc at the old Gilbert place also
know as the Indian’s place. They moved to the village and
resided in the little blue house on the north end of Main
Street on the east side. Their children were Leo, who
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Carl (Jack) married Delena (unknown). L um b er -
They also had three children, George, Robert, and
William who were suddenly stricken with a crippling

)
illness in their late teens from which they died young. mens Sup‘

There was also an earlier baby boy also named .
Clayton that died as an infant and is buried in an plies, &c
Ocqueoc cemetery. d ’
(Info on these four children provided by Henry \
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(7) Ada married Jerome Crooks.

(8) Agnes (Aggie) married Wilbur Stevens. Their c. M. BO 8 BIN S
children were Louise and Irene. -

(9) Maude married Fred Kilburn. Their son I
Herbert married Jeanette Rose. Other children were :
Otis, Cassie, Vena, Gladys, Thelma and Glen. Stock Neat and ( lean.

Although several of these families have moved
from Millersburg, they maintain their ties with the
community and family members.




